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be known as the "Bureau of Markets Fund." All 
moneys in said fund from tirrie to time hereby are ap
propriated specifically to the Department of Agricul
ture, for the use of the Burean of Markets, for the pur
pose· of assisting with the empcnse and maintenance o.f 
said bureau in carry·ing out the provisions of this act. 
All moneys shall be paid from aforesaid fund upon req
uisition of the Secretary of· Agriculture and warrant 
of the Auditor General on the State Treasurer, after the 
filing of itemized vouchers. 

Bureau of 
Markets Fund. 

APPROVED-The 17th day of May, A. D. 1 !J2l. 

No. 289. 

ANAOT 

WM. 0. SPROUL. 

To repeal an act, approved the third day of April, one thousand 
eight hundred and seventy-two (Pamphlet Laws, seven hundred 
and eighty-six), entitled "An act to provide for the detection of 
crime in the county of Dauphin." 

Section l. Be it enacted, &c., That the act, ap
proved the third d~y of April, one thousand eight hun
dred and seventy-two (Pamphlet Laws, seven hundred 
and eighty-six), entitled "An act to provide for the 
detection of crime in the county of Dauphin," is here
by repealed. 

APPROVED-The 17th day of May, A. D. 1921. 

No. 290. 

AN ACT 

WM. C. SPROUL. 

Providing for the appointment of a board of examiners to examine 
applicants for the office of inspector for the anthracite minCl! 

of this Commonwealth; prescribing the qualifications, dcfiniug 
the powers and duties, and fixing the compensation of such ex
aminers; providing for the appointment and rcrnf)val of inspectors 
of anthracite mines; prescribing their qualifications, and regu
lating their salaries and term of office; 1tnd abolishing the tcrrf)S 
of office of the present mine inspectors of the anthracite mines. 

ARTICLE I. 

Dauphin 
County. 

Act or April 
3, 1872 
(P. L. 786). 
repealed. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That the Governor Anthracite 

h 11 · h h f M h d • Mine Inspectors' s a , during t e mont o ay, one t ousan nine Examining Board. 

hundred and twenty-one, and1 every four years there-
after, appoint five citizens of this Commonwealth, resi- Appointment. 

dents of the anthracite region, to compose the Anthra-
cite Mine Inspectors' Examining Board, who shall 
examine applicants for the office of mine inspector in 
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the anthracite region cf this Commonwealth. Two of 
the membero of the :!lJard shall be mining engineers 
who have had experience in the anthracite mines of 
Pennsylvania, and thr~2 of the members shall be coal 
miners in actual pract'ce who have had at lea.St five 
years' practical expe:c,ieuce as miners in the anthracite 
mines of this Commonwealth in which explosive gas 
is liberated. 

Appointees to the examining board shall be men of 
good repute and at least thirty years of age. 

Tl:Je members of said board shall each receive the 
sum of ten dollars a day for each day actually em
ployed, not exceeding forty days in all, and all neces
sary expenses incurred in carrying out the provisions 
of fais act, which shnE be paid out of the State Treas
ury, on warrant of tb1~ Auditor General issued upon 
presentation of vouchers properly made out and sworn 
to by each ruPmber of the board and approved by the 
Chief of the Department of Mines. The board is here
by authorized to engage the services of a clerk, who 
shall be a stenographer, and whos.e compensation shall 
be the same as that of 1;he members of the board. 

Any vacancy that may occur in the membership of 
the board shall be :fille:i by appointment of the Gover
nor according to the provisions of this section. 

Section 2. The said examining board shall meet in 
the city of Wilkes-Barre, on the second Tuesday in 
September following it-i appointment, to prepare ques
tions and formulate rules. to be used in conducting 
and governing the exz.mination, provided there be a 
vacancy in the office Df inspector. The members of 
the board, after being dul.v organized, shall each take 
and subscrihe to, before any officer authorized to ad
minister the same, the following oath, namely: 

"I do sole·11nly swea:~ that I will perform the duties 
of examiner of applici:t::;.ts for the office of inspector to 
the best of my ability, and that, in recommending or 
rejecting Ra ~d applicants, I will be governed by the 
evidence of 1heir qualifications to fill the position and 
not by any consideration of political or personal favor, 
and that I will certif;v all applicants who may be found 
quaiified, and no others, BJccording to the true intent 
and meaning of the law" 

The oath!'! of the members of the examining board 
shall be filerl in the Department of Mines. 

Section 3. On the fourth Tuesday of September, 
public notice hav'ing teen given for two weeks prior 
thereto in two newRpapen published in the district 
where a vacrnc;v exh•t:-, the board shall meet again in 
the city of t{i!kes-Bnl're to examine applicants for the 
office of irn~pector, whose qualifications shall lbe certi
fied to the hoard and be as follows: They shall be 
citizens of 1-his Commonwealth and residents of the 
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anthracite region, of temperate habits, of good repute, 
of personal integrity, in good physical condition, and 
not under thirty or over fifty years of age: Provided, 
however, That any person who is now serving as in- Inspectors n<>w 

spector under the provisions of the act of June eighth, in omoo. 

one thousand nine hundred and one, entitled "An act 
amending article two of an act, entitled 'An act to 
provide for the health and safety of persons employed 
in and about the anthracite coal mines of Pennsylvania, 
and for the protection and preservation of property con-
nected therewith,' approved the second day of June, 
Anno Domini one thousand eight hundred and ninety-
one," and its amendments, shall be eligible for appoint-
ment, even if beyond fifty years of age, if in good physi-
cal condition. They shall have a co!llprehensive knowl- :nractli:' 
edge of the different systems of working and ventilat- ow ge. 

ing coal mines, and shall have had at least ten years' 
practical experience in the anthracite mines of this 
Commonwealth, five years of which shall be as coal 
miners in the anthracite mines of this Commonwealth. 
They shall have had practieal experience with explosive 
gas, dangerous and noxious gases generally found in 
coal mines, and shall have a general knowledge of mines, 
mining, and machinery, and of the chemistry of gases 
generally found in coal mines. They shaJl be conver-
sant with the work of first aid corps and with the work 
and requirements of the rescue corps. They shall be 
conversant with the science and use of electricity as 
applied to coal mines, and shall have sufficient knowl-
edge of the science of mining engineering to enable 
them to understand and read the mine workings of any 
mine as shown on maps presented at the examination. 
and to make a cross section of any mine from said 
maps, when required by the examining board. They Theoretical 

shall give evidence of such theoretical as well as practi- knowledge. 

cal knowledge an1 general intelligence respecting mines 
and mining and the working and ventilation of mines 
as wilJ satisfy the board of their capability and fitness 
for the important duties imposed upon the inspectors. Examina 

Section 4. The examination shall be in writing, and tlon. 

the applicants who have made an average of at least 
ninety per centum shall be deemed successful: Pro- Inspectors now 
vided, however, That those now acting as inspectors in 1n omoo. 

the anthracite mines of this Commonwealth, and who 
have se-rved in such capacity for four years, and have 
passed one examination as required by the provisions 
of the act of June eighth, one thousand nine hundred 
and one, entitled "An act amending article two of an 
act, entitled 'An act to provide for the health and 
safety of persons employed in and about the anthracite 
coal mines of Pennsylvania, and for the protection and 
preservation of property connected therewith,' approved 
the second day of June, Anno Domini one thousand; 

ULaw. . 
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eight hundred and ninety-one," and its amendments, 
may continue in office without further examination, 
and are eligible for appointment under the provisions 
of this act. 

Section 5. The manuscripts and all other papers of 
the applicants in the examination, together with the 
tally sheets and the correct solution of each question as 
prepared by the examination board, shall be filed in 
the Department of Mines. The examining board, or at 
least four members thereof, shall certify to the Gover
nor and also to the Ghief of the Department of Mines 
the names and percentages of all succe.ssful applicants 
who .are properly qualified, under the provisions of 
this act, to fill the office of inspector. A certificate of 
qualification, prepared by the Chief of the Department 
of Mines, shall be issued to each successful applicant. 
A certificate .so issued shall remain in full force for a 
period of four years only, unless the holder of same. has 

.served one full term as mine inspector in the anthracite 
mines of this Commonweal.th, in which case the certifi
cate becomes permanent. 

Section 6. U shall be obligatory on the Chief of the 
Department of Mines to issue 1a certificate of qualifica
tion to each inspector now acting in the anthracite 
region of this Commonwealth and who has acted as 
such continuously for four years. A similar certi1i 
cate shall be issued to the Chief of the Department of 
Mines. The mark or per centum to appear on each 
individual certificate shall be the same as that appear
ing on the last certificde obtained, prior to the passage 
of this act, by the individual inspectors, as required by 
the provisions of the act of June eighth, one thousand 
nine hundred and one, entitled "An act amending 
article twv of an act, entitled 'An act to provide for 
the health and safety of persons employed in and about 
the anthracite coal mines of Pennsylvania, and for the 
protection and preservation of property connected 
therewith,' approved the second day of June, Anno 
Domini one thousand eight hundred and ninety-one," 
and its amendments. The certificate issued as required 
by this section shall be of a permanent nature, and 
the holders of such certificates shall not be required 
to submit to further examinations, and such certificates 
shall be issued immediately upon the passage of this 
act, and the percentages of each inspector shall be certi
fied to the Governor. 

Section 7. In order to make uniform the method of 
selecting :rµine inspectors for this Commonwealth, the 
term of office of inspectors of mines in the anthracite 
coal mines of Pennsylvania, as heretofore existing. 
shall, upon the passage of this act, be terminated, and 
the Governor shall proceed to fill the offices of inspector 
of mines in the anthracite coal region of this Common
wealth as provided for in this act. 
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Section 8. If at any time a vacancy shall exist in vaauicie.. 
the office of mine inspector in the anthracite region of 
Pennsylvania, the Governor shall, from the names certi-
fied to him by the examining board or by the Chief of 
the Department of Mines, commission the person hav-
ing the highest percentage, whose commission shall be 
for four years or until removed as provided by section 
fifteen of this act. 

Section 9. When a vacancy occurs in the office of 
inspector, by death or otherwise, the Governor shall 
commission, for the unexpired term, from the names of 
the successful applicants on file in the Department of 
Mines, the person having the highest percentage in the 
examination. 

When the applicants who have received an average of 
at least ninety per centum shall be exhausted, the Gov
ernor shall cause the examining board to meet for a 
special examination. Special examinations shall be 
conducted in the same manner as required in this act" 
for the conducting of ·regular examinations. 

Section 10. The salary of the inspectors shall be s.iarta 
four thousand eight hundred dollars ($4,800) a year, 
to be paid monthly by the State Treasurer, on warrant 
of the Auditor General issued upon presentation of 
voucher approved by the Chief of the Department of 
Mines. Each inspector may also incur traveling and 
such other expenses as may be necessary for the proper 
discharge of his duties, which shall be paid quarterly 
by the State Treasurer, on warrant of the Auditor 
General issued upon presentation of vouchers made 
out and sworn to by the inspector and approved by 
the Chief of the Department of Mines. 

Section 11. Each inspector shall, before entering Bond. 

upon the discharge of his duties, give a bond to the 
Commonwealth, in the sum of five thousand dollars, 
with sureties to be approved 'by a judge of the court of 
common pleas of the district in which ·he resides, con
:litioned for the faithful dischaT"ge of his duties, and 
shall take an oath or make affirmation that he will dis
charge his duties with impartiality and fidelity. 

Section 12. The Chief of the Department of Mines 
shall have authority to procure for the inspect~rs, on Supplies. 

their request, furniture, instruments, chemicals, type
writers, stationery, and all other necessary supplies, 
which shall be paid for by the State 'ITeasurer, on 
warrant of the Auditor General·issued upon presenta-
tion of vouchers approved by the Chief of the Depart-
ment of Mines. All furniture, instruments, plans, 
books, memoranda, notes, and other materials, pertain-
ing to the office of the inspector, shall be the property 
of the State, and shall be delivered by the inspector 
to his successor in office. , 

Section 13. In case the inspector becomes incapacl-~ 
t.ated to perform the duties of hi8 office, or is granted a 

835 



836 

Persons interested 
in mining opera~ 
tions. 

Petitions for 
removal of 
ir.spectors from 
office. 

Hearing. 

Costs. 

Decree of cou1t. 

Costs. 

When effective. 

Violations. 

:Misdemeanor. 

Prnalty. 

liepeal. 

LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA, 

leave of absence by the Chief of the Department of 
Mines for thirty days o::- more, it shall be the duty of 
the Governor, at the request of the Ohief of the De
partment of Mines, to appoint temporarily to the office 
a person on the eligible list of applicants filed in the 
Department of Mines. The temporary inspector shall 
act until the regular inspector is able to resumei the 
duties of his office, and shall be paid in the same man
ner as hereinbefore provided for the payment of the 
regular inspector. 

Section 14. No inspector under this act shall act as 
manager of any coal mine or as agent or as mining engi
neer for any coal company, or be interested in the 
operation of any anthracite coal mines in this Common
wealth. 

Section 15. Upon a petition signed by not less than 
fifteen reputable citizens, who shall be miners or opera
tors of mines, and with the affidavit of one or more of 
said petitioners attached, setting forth that any inspec
tor of mines is holding office illegally, or is t1.eglectful 
of or is incompetent to perform the duties of his office, 
or that he is guilty of malfeasance in office, or upon 
petition of the Chief of the Department of Mines setting 
forth any of the above charges, the court of common 
pleas in the county in which the inspector is acting and 
is a resident shall issue a citation, in the na:me of the 
Commonwealth, to the said inspector· to appear at not 
less than ten days' notice on a day fixed before said 
court, and the court shall then proceed to inquire into 
and investigate the allegations of the petitioners. If 
said charges are not sustained, and the court believes 
there was sufficient ground for said charges, the costs 
shall be placed on the county. 

If the court finds that the said inspector is incom
petent to perform the <luties of his office, or that he iR 
guilty of malfeasance in office, the court shall declare 
the office of said inspector vacant, and shall so certify 
to the Governor, who shall proceed, in compliance with 
the provisions of this act, to fill the vacancy. 

The cost of said investigation shall, if the charges are 
sustained, be imposed upon the inspector. 

Section 16. This ad shall go into effect from the first 
day of May, Anno Domini one thousand nine hundred 
and twentv-one. 

Section ·17. Any person failing to comply with the 
provisions of this act shall be deemed guilty of a mis
demeanor, and, upon conviction, .shall be sentenced to 
pay a fine of three hundred dollars, or undergo im
prisonment in the county jail for a period of thirty 
days, or both, at the discretion of the court. 

Section 18. All acts or parts of acts inconsistent 
with the provisions of this act be, and the same are here· 
1hy, repealed . 

. APPROVED-The 17th day of May, ·A. D. 1921. 
WM. 0. SPROUL. 
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